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Nigel writes, it’s all peachy, 

well that’s the name of the 

colour scheme for this issue.  

First off a huge thank you to 

the other half of team 

Throwback, this edition.  

Derek responded to my 

request to pull forward our 

publication date by 10 days. 

This edition has some great 

photos of lovely models, each 

with their own character.  For 

my own part I’ve had a 

couple of weeks of coal firing, 

firstly with the monster 

NGG16 Garratts, and then 

more recently with an 0-6-0 

side tank.  It makes for a 

fascinating comparison.  The 

Garratt has a huge firebox 

that roars full of life, where 

the 0-6-0 is far more docile, 

without any of the 

mechanical complexity but 

still having a heart of coal, 

and giving off that addictive 

aroma. 

I hope you’ll also be intrigued 

by the rolling stock article 

from our Colorado 

correspondent.  Marc 

surprised me, explaining that 

his rake of Bernard Clarke 

L&B coaches were largely 

made of paper.  This 

surprised me because I also 

have a short rake of 

Bernard’s L&B coaches.  I had 

no idea they were made from 

paper.  I did know they were 

a bit special and won the 

MOTY on consecutive years.  I 

mentioned this in Throwback 

issue #15 where the coaches 

won the 1994 MOTY 

competition.  It would appear 

Marc and I both have a set of 

prize winning coaches! 

While Covid appears to have 

denied us the opportunity of 

another year of shows and 

exhibitions it’s encouraging 

to see photos coming 

through to Derek and myself 

from the various smaller 

gatherings of friends.  From 

the same day that Keith 

snapped the cover photo for 

this months Throwback he 

also sent me this magnificent 

Rheidol gathering photo, 

what a line up.   I think 

there’s a Roundhouse 

interloper lurking at the rear 

of the cavalcade? 

As we turn the corner toward 

winter, please take the time 

to write to us, we’d love to 

hear more of your stories, 

recollections and restoration 

projects.  I’ve included a 

photo of a pair of L&B’s going 

through a restoration and I 

promise they are not mine 

and it’s not my workshop!  

My own current resotoration 

work is a Gauge 1 diesel loco 

- it’s a long story!   

We hope you enjoy #23 

there’s some fascinating stuff 

in here. 

Take care, Nigel. 

Welcome to Issue Twenty Three 
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Copyright on all 

materials in this 

newsletter remains 

vested in the authors 

and editor.  

Reproduction of the 

whole or any part is 

forbidden without 

relevant permissions. 

Cover shot; Keith 

Skillicorn captured this 

photo of John Brittains 

visiting Archangel Vale 

of Rheidol caught in 

the early morning sun, 

on his line. 
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HERITAGE 

HUMOUR 
Derek writes: 

 

There are so many examples of 

this - please contribute anything 
you are aware of that is relevant. 

The late, and much missed 
gentleman John Lambourn was 
very well known in 16mm circles. 
Whilst an excellent modeller, he 
was also a very good artist, and I 
have copies of a number of his 
ng. inspired paintings. His well 
refined sense of humour meant 

that he would also draw cartoons 
which appeared in various 
publications. This one is very apt 
for inclusions in TBM. It is 
captioned:  

Are ALL Archangels like this?!? 

 

For the love of 

Meccano 
Martin Haywood wrote in to suggest 

that I might like to have a look at an 

interesting website. 

Rather than follow the Facebook 

links he sent, I Googled in Groupe 

Meccano Quebec. 

There are a whole lot 

of amazing models 

built from this versatile 

product, but if you just 

open up the 

group page that you 

reach, and start 

scrolling down the 

various models, you 

will come to a Mallet 

type Decauville built from this. 

It, and what you have scrolled past, 

are well worth a visit. 



Sales, Wants & Solds 
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Sales successes: 

The little VB Tram loco has found a new home for 
£550, and the owner is over the moon with the way 
it performs.  He has already enhanced the looks with 
insulating and banding the boiler, as you can see 
from the photo taken without the bodywork. 
All the Peco SM32 track sold, as well as the small 
radius points. The W&Ll wagons etc. sold bar what is 
still listed below. 
This John Shawe coal fired Roundhouse Baldwin 
conversion sold recently on the Facebook group for 

3,500 euros.  What a beast! 

FOR SALE. 

Something of a feast for Talyllyn lovers this issue: 

Roundhouse Tom Rolt. You can see from the photo 
(Contact Derek for more photos from all angles) that 
this is in superb condition, with a full lining job by the 
late (and much missed) Geoff Munday. 32mm gauge. 
Fitted with full radio control. Offers invited. 

Mike Lax built Sir Haydn. This is one of two he made of this 
loco. Stunning condition, and only run probably some ten 
times from new. I have a number of photos from all angles if 
you ask. This was not a cheap loco when new, but the 
current owner would consider sensible offers. 

Cheddar Hercules. After the two recent articles on Cheddar 
locos, you are bound to fancy one of these? This one is set to 
32mm gauge only. It is the current 2.4Ghz r/c, has cab detail 
including driver and a coal load on the tender, and sports a 
Summerlands chuffer. It is also the later version of the model 
and has flangeless centre drivers to help it take sharp radii 

curves. Runs well. Offers invited. 

Merlin Locomotive parts. What you are bidding for is 
essentially the major mechanical parts (all new and unused) 
for a Beck Helene. This is an 0-6-2T and you get the chassis, 

boiler, wheels etc. - all you can see in the photo. I do have a 
set of photos of the individual main items if you should want 
them. If you are in any doubt, there is no superstructure but 
you are getting the main parts to construct a model. Offers 
please. 

Archangel Russell. This loco is in the stages of being 
recommissioned mechanically, and so photos etc. will be 
available for TBM24. It is red, lined black/yellow but this does 
need tidying up in places. The loco was meths fired, but has 
been converted to gas, still as a pot boiler with an underslung 
burner. Likely to be sought after, so by all means register 
your interest now. 

 

Peter Angus Shay. there has been interest on this, but it is 
currently still available. The owner is realistic in his 
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expectations. This photo is the opposite side to the one in 
TBM22. 

Pearse Colorado. Details and photo in TBM22. It is 45mm only, 
but I now know that all bar one of these models is for 45mm 
track. Whilst it has r/c this is on the regulator only. Offers 

invited. 

Superb rake of 6 Talyllyn coaches, as per photos. There are 
four of the 4 wheel coaches, the brake/ticket office, and one 
bogie coach. The four wheelers have an independent chassis, 
and all axles are coil sprung. The bogies on that coach are 
substantial and compensated. All wheels are steel, and with 
the weight in each vehicle the whole rake rides very well. 
They are immaculate, detailed inside, and apart from one 
small rub on one roof are as good as the day they were built.  

I have been in touch with Ron Grant, who has confirmed that 
they were built by Dennis Beedle, with all metalwork, wheels, 
roofs and bogies supplied by Ron. He has even given me the 
Humbrol paint references. To be sold as a rake, and open to 
sensible offers. 

45mm Gauge Aluminium track. The photos show this to have 
five sleepers per 60 cms.length, straight or curved.  As you can 
see there are five sleepers per length. There are 23 straight 
panels, and 33 curved, together with 29 single rails, 118 

joiners and 45 loose sleepers. The 
weight of the whole lot is 11 kgs. 
Offers invited. 

Two Atlantic Publishing/Tag Gorton 
books - Steam in your Garden and 
Steaming in your Garden. Offers 
please for either or both. 

 

Locomotion Metrovic featured in SMT no 173 describing some 
of the RC customizations made to it. It will be put back to 
standard with a new FLYSKY 2.4GHz RC system before it 
moves on. The only permanent modification that I have made 
to it is mounting a second speaker in the cab roof for the MP3 
player horn that I have used, so when that is removed the 
hole will remain. The loco has had a new lead acid battery 
fitted in 2019.  

The rest of the sales items that appeared in TBM21, including 
the SL1 Mamod tram loco and the Roundhouse Pooter, are 
still available, so please refer back.  However, we have 
decided to price a lot of items to help you come to a decision, 
and you are still welcome to come back with an alternative 
bid if you want to. 

IP Jessie £150. 



TRAM LOCO PROJECT. £200 

ROLLING ROAD. £15 

TRACK BUNDLES. There are now four bundles, the other 
two being shorter lengths. We have established however, 
that it is all Tenmille plastic sleepered, so it is offered as 
one lot for £50 plus carriage, or collect from Shropshire. 

3 TALYLLYN COACHES. £100 the rake. 

TALYLLYN STANTON COACH. With five passengers worth 
easily £50. Metal bogies. 

WORKMANS 4 WHEEL OPEN COACHES. £20 each. 

BOGIE WORKMANS COACH. This is riding on Brandbright 
compensated bogies, and has passengers. £40 

7mm cattle wagon. ???? 

Two open wagons £15 each. 

The Mike Beeson 4 wheelers are still for sale, See TBM21 - 
Detective Derek. 

The SM32 large radius l/h points and two W&Ll coal 
wagons are still for sale, as is the rake of L&B coaches, the 
L&B goods wagons, and the IoM 4 wheelers. 

The list of books in TBM22 are all still available. 

The Roundhouse C&M Argyll, coaches, and the Regner 
Lumberjack which were all listed in TBM21 are still for sale. 

Details and photos available. We understand that the two 
DeWinton style locos and the Bachmann Shay from TBM20 
are also still available. 

If you have not kept the earlier issues of TBM, you can 
access them via the Shropshire Group website. Google in 
Salop 16mm, and our thanks to Mike Wakefield for 
continuing to do this for us. 

 

 

WANTED (Nigel comments, I love writing this list each 
edition. I find it makes fascinating reading in it’s own right - 
just reading what other modellers are interested in) 

Linda, in Festiniog Railway guise, and must be gas fired but 
not a Roundhouse version. 

Another Linda. This can be any manufacturer, any 
specification, and needing work is not a problem. 

Yes, after selling the one advertised, we now have another 
request for a Wrightscale Tattoo, with either export or 
contractors' cab. 

An Accucraft open sheep wagon, either W&Ll or GW 
lettering, but with 32mm wheelsets. 

An Archangel VoR 2-6-2T loco, to the original body shape. 
Whatever form of firing will be acceptable.   

… then the original list… 

Essel Engineering Hunslet Wagonmaster in any gauge. 

Wrightscale WD Baldwin. 

John Milner's book, 'Rails to Glyn Ceiriog Part 2'.  

Tom Cooper magazines - if you have any please get in 
touch. 

The Merlin Monarch brass dome that fits over the safety 
valve.  

In the mid '90s IP Engineering made some four wheel coach 
kits with milled sides and a tumblehome as opposed to 
their newer versions. I have someone who wants to buy 
some - preferably unstarted but complete models would be 
considered if their condition is reasonable. 

A pair of 32mm wheelset Accucraft W&Ll (or GW) lettered 
timber bolster wagons 

A Roundhouse Bertie or Katie, preferably red. 

A Roundhouse/Brandbright Fiji Fowler 

A NGG11 from Peter Angus/Mike Lax 

An Archangel Jack. 

IP Engineering four wheel coach kits with milled sides 

Tom Cooper Huddy Hunslet, similar to the one below 

A Brandbright GS2 Goods Van kits, unmade. 

Any discarded Beck loco components - non-running locos 
etc. 

A Finescale Hunslet. 

A David Hick L&B - in any condition. 

A Phil Flint L&B Lew - in any condition 

A Mike Beeson L&B - in any condition 

Dead or Alive - Any L&B loco, by any heritage 
manufacturer. Gas or meths firing, age immaterial, happy 
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to take on any mechanical or cosmetic work being needed. 

A David Hick loco, preferably a Peckett  

A rake of Accucraft W&Ll coaches, in the chocolate and 
cream livery. 

A John Turner Quarry Hunslet. 

2 x Blanche in Black with Penrhyn lining. 

An Outline 7/8ths. scale Simplex 

A Roundhouse Carrie with Hackworth valve gear. R/C 
preferred. Or DJB Robert, which is believed to have utilised 
the last of the RH Carrie chassis? 

A John Brittain coal fired NGG16 Garratt, similar to this one 
of Johns models shown below - but acknowledging that 
John builds to spec for individual customers requirements 
and no two are the same. 

An Accucraft NG15, two requests  or NGG16 Garratt 

A Locomotion Metrovic battery electric loco. 

Any Hugh Saunders loco. 

A Hunslet Jack in 7/8ths. Could be Harvey Watkins, Wilson 
Locomotives or w.h.y.  

A coal fired Wilson Locomotives model. 

A Roundhouse Talyllyn No:7 Tom Rolt in 32mm gauge. 

Exotic/old school/quirky locos and rolling stock to appease 
previous 16mm memories. 

Mike Beeson L&B coaches 

Archangel Snowdon Ranger/Moel Tryfan 

Brandbright/Roundhouse Coffee Pot, with or without roof. 

A Harvey Watkins Darjeeling B class loco 

Cuckoo's Nest Katie.   

Accucraft Isle of Man loco. 

LGB Ziller coaches with the matchboard sides. 

Regner Konrad 

David Taylor Steamcraft double fairlie, American outline 
but also confusingly named Mountaineer.  

Any small and interesting steam loco (restricted radius on 
the line it is wanted for ). 

Tom Cooper Mini Mule. 

Roundhouse Pooter 

Merlin Little Wonder 

We have a request for original Mamod track, straights or 
curves if anyone can help? 

Large bore Archangel cylinder such as fitted to Brick, Sgt. 
Murphy etc.   

Tom Cooper Steamlines Rheidol.  Makes a change from the 
Archangel versions, but the owner just loves the model as 
is.  

Archangel Rheidol, must be sound and in good running 
condition, similar to the one caught on camera by Keith 
Skillicorn below 

Archangel Brick - any cab profile.  

An Archangel Brick, and also a coal fired Jack. 

Tolhurst Model Engineers Vale of Rheidol Swindon built 
3rd. class carriage in crimson and cream, in v.g.c. 

Perfect World/Trenarren Models station lamp(s). 

If you are minded to thin down your collection, then 
consider using Throwback Modeller. There are no auction 
site charges, no costs for money transactions, and no 
advertising costs. You get what the market is prepared to 
pay, as opposed to finding out later that you could have 
sold for more. So, if you have any of the model described 
above to sell, then please contact me.  Thanks Derek 
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FOR SALE FROM THE 

COLLECTION OF THE 

LATE JOHN ROGERS 
Roundhouse Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes loco 

in black. This is the Mk.2 version, believed bought 

around 2018 and has had little use.  It is radio 

controlled, and the loco comes in a wooden 

carrying box. £2600 

Roundhouse Darjeeling B Class. Black, and radio 

controlled. Good overall condition. Wooden 

carrying box. £1700 

Roundhouse Fowler. Black. Manual control. Good 

overall condition. Wooden carrying box. £1250 

4 Philip Elwin metal sided cane wagons (c. £160 

new) £80 each. 

1 Philip Elwin Sandy River chassis, with flatbed and 

tractor load £80 

1 Sandy River Philip Elwin chassis with gondola 

conversion £80 

1 Sandy River Philip Elwin chassis with pulpwood 

car body. £80. 

 

For further enquiries, photos or to buy, please 

contact John Kitchenman:  

john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com 

Roundhouse Fowler 

Roundhouse Darjeeling B . 

Roundhouse Sandy River  
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 There hasn't been much on the sites in the past two months to report on. So, for 
your interest: 

 

As I write there is a lovely looking Roundhouse L&B 2-6-2T in green. Currently two 
bids, and it stands at £1550 but will surely go up from there with four days left. 

An IP Jessie project kit, with bonnet and other parts missing, had 16 bids and sold for 
£124. Is the one we are offering too cheap?? 

Four Brandbright bogie coaches had four bids and went for £282. 

A beautiful little Merlin Mayflower, red and with 2.4 GHz radio control, sold for its fixed price of £1195. 

A blue Accucraft Excelsior had four bids and sold at £734. 
 
 

AUCTION REPORT 

 

The only relevant one I am aware of was brought to my attention by quite a few of you, so thanks to everyone. 

Lacy, Scott and Knight on Aug 20th. sold an Archangel Rheidol, described as circa 1975 and kit built with certain 

enhancements. It remained meths fired with the original burner. From the photos the overall condition appeared 

well used but cosmetically restorable. If I am honest, the hammer price of £380 surprised me as being a bit low, 

so that with commission costs etc. this would only have been in the total region of £480 - good value? 

Derek writes: 

Greendale Double Fairlie. See also 
GBLR New Year's Day 2021. This is 
literally just a bit of fun. 

 

Compton Down Railway by Mark 
Found. This is covered in more detail in 
the piece on Peter Jones. 

 

A Pleasant Afternoon at Paul's SM32 
line. I stumbled across this, and 
certainly don't know anything about 
Paul or the line, but it is what it says 
and I enjoyed it. The railcar I do like, 
and to my eye it seems to be a 
conversion of a Bachmann combine 
coach? 

 

Wigley Cross. I have mentioned this 
before, but if you just put that in you 
will find a raft of clips. The 

line is built and owned by Arthur Cole, 
mentioned within these pages, and in 
more recent years expanded and 
refurbished. Generally members of the 
Two Moors Group, and the Central 
Somerset lads gather here, and there 
are some interesting models running. 
The latest clip is worth a visit, if  only to 
see the large plate of scones with jam 
and cream in front of Simon 
Whenmouth diminish over time (I am 
definitely not accusing Simon but what 
a place to leave it?!). The VB tram loco 
that sold is also seen here running. 

 

Irish Narrow Gauge Slide Show. In the 
light of my comments about the 
Michael Whitehouse book, you can get 
a flavour of the contents by watching 
this clip. There are black and white and 
colour photos taken on some of the 
well known lines, and it will give you a 
flavour of those times  

YouTube 
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IT'S ALL 

THERE IN 

BLACK AND 

WHITE 
Derek writes: As a comparison 

with a piece elsewhere in this 

issue, what you see here is a 

Peter Dobson photo of the Tralee 

& Dingle No:4 ex works. As 

always, this highlights the detail 

that Stewart Browne built into 

these top end models. 

This gives me the opportunity to 

mention a book that I have 

recently bought, namely 'Irish 

Narrow Gauge Album' by Michael 

Whitehouse, published by 

Lightmoor Press and thumping 

good value at £25. It runs to 224 

pages, and includes an 

abundance of 

period black 

and white 

photos, as 

well as 

explanatory 

text. 

Not 

interested in 

Irish narrow 

gauge? Well, 

you are missing something. I will 

merely quote from the rear cover 

of the book: Mysterious, quirky, 

obscure, obsolete, quaint, 

bizarre, fantastic, mad - all 

adjectives that could and have 

been applied to the myriad 

narrow gauge railways to be 

found in Ireland, both north and 

south. 

Little engine person? Okay, but 

here are to be found 4-8-4 tank 

locos, a 4-8-0 Hudswell Clarke 

tender loco, a range of lovely 

Hunslets, tram locos similar to 

those on the Glyn Valley 

Tramway, railcars, trams, and 

quirkiest of all, the Listowell and 

Ballybunion Lartigue Monorail.  

 

Highly recommended read. 
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PERFECT WORLD RAVEN  

Derek says: 

 

This is a very nicely 
balanced battery 
powered steam outline 
model, based on the 
style of a Bagnall. It is 
very solidly built, around 
the popular and 
substantially made Essel 
Engineering chassis, 
intended for diesel 
models. Because of this, 
there are no outside 
dummy cylinders to 
make the loco more 
convincing to the eye, but in 
the case of this particular 
model the previous owner 
added sandboxes with feed 
pipes behind the front buffer 
beam which make it look more 
convincing, together with 
other details such as the 
lamps, vacuum pipes and 
Westinghouse pump. 

As with Essel locos (and Friog 
whom they took over), the 
motor with a 30:1 internal 
gearbox is mounted between 
the frames at an angle, so that 
the bevelled gear engages 
directly with the axle. These 
chassis really do run for ever if 
looked after.  The weight of 
this chassis, together with the 
body make this a loco which 

rides excellently, and is 
powerful enough to pull the 
same make up of train as its 
steam counterpart. There are 
two controls placed either side 
of the cab opening - one for 
direction, and the other on the 
opposite side which gives a 
very fine control of the speed. 

The loco will run at a scale 

Electric Avenue 
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 walking pace happily, and it is 
ideal for the first train of the day, 
to clear the track of any 
obstructions. It is also useful for 
Show duties on a layout, where it 
can be despatched instantly to 
either recover a steam loco and 
stock if they have stopped, or just 
to fill in whilst steam is being 
raised. With an 80mm wheelbase 
the loco will take the tightest of 
radii. 

The aluminium cab roof just lifts 
off, as also does the wood 
backsheet of the cab which 
locates on pegs. The dome, 
fittings and most of the 
superstructure are all made in 
either cast resin, whitemetal or 
brass. The boiler is also 
aluminium, and contains the ten 
rechargeable batteries, with a 
charging socket mounted on the 
wooden rear of the cab. Running 
time is approx. three hours. 

Raven is 228mm long (without 
couplings), 100 mm wide and 
158mm high. In 2005 it was listed 
at £268. They also offered 
'Woodpecker', a tram loco, much 
in the same style as others 

drawing on the Wisbech & 
Upwell Tramway prototype. 

 

RHEIDOL 

 

The other two photos show a 
model of Rheidol, also made by 
Perfect World. I will admit that 
this is the first time that I have 
seen one of these, but much of it 
is common with Raven. It is 
owned by Chris Tilley, who 
contacted the manufacturer to 

find that over thirty of this 
version were made. Chris is in the 
process of turning it into an 
accurate replica of the loco as it 
originally appeared on the 
Plinlymon and Hafan Tramway. 
The loco is shown pulling the one 
and only coach from the line, 
now available as a kit from Yatton 
Model Engineering and which 
Chris has finished to a very high 
standard. He intends to write a 
piece for a future TBM on the 
finished loco conversion. 
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Chris Dowlen and Nigel Town 

Introduction – by Chris 

I was walking through a small 

park in London and happened 

to have my camera with me. A 

tweet sounded close up – a 

wren. As I had the camera I 

managed to get a shot of it. A 

beautiful little bird with a loud 

song. 

The Wren was the smallest of 

the Kerr Stuart standard 

locomotives. It was one of 

their most popular models, 

being used by contractors and 

lines all over the world. 

Apparently the total made by 

Kerr Stuart was 163, with four 

being built subsequently by 

Hunslet, who took over the 

goodwill of Kerr Stuart Several 

have since found their way 

into captivity in the real-life 

railway heritage movement. 

The early Wrens were built 

with Stephenson Link 

valvegear between the frames, 

but most of them were built to 

a later pattern with outside 

Hackworth valvegear. 

Examples of the Kerr Stuart-

built Wren are Peter Pan and 

Pixie, usually at Leighton 

Buzzard, and the last Hunslet-

built example is at Kew. 

 

The early Wrightscale Wren – 

by Chris 

I bought my Wren as early as 

1988. Malcolm Wright tells me 

that it was the third one he 

built. The early Wrens are a bit 

larger than the later ones, and 

are a bit different to run. As 

they are a little larger they 

have a significantly longer 

running time – the maximum I 

have achieved with my one is a 

bit over half an hour. 

An early photo of my Wren – 

even before it was named. 

Note the early firing 

arrangement with the variable 

jet, the regulator on the cab 

roof and the water filling pipe 

from the tank to the boiler. 

So what are the technicalities 

of the early Wren?  

The boiler is internally fired, 

single tube with cross tubes 

and with a firebox. The burner 

is in the firebox, and is a 

flattened tube with gas holes 

Wrightscale 

Wrens 
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 and larger holes for air 

throughflow. Originally there was 

a variable jet, but this has been 

changed for the more reliable 

fixed one. The gas tank is in the 

rear of the cab, which has a 

backsheet at the top. 

 Now named, with the later 

arrangement of the fixed gas jet, 

later regulator and no pipe from 

the tank..  Shown below running 

at speed on my line! 

Steam is taken off directly 

beneath the dome, with the 

regulator mounted on a vertical 

spindle. It’s now in the cab but 

originally extended through the 

cab roof. There’s the normal tube 

through the fire as a superheater. 

Valvegear is working Hackworth, 

as per the later original. 

The lubricator is a dead leg one, 

with the reservoir in front of the 

smokebox. Originally there was a 

second lubricator that fed into 

the regulator, but it was removed 

early in the model’s life.  

The original water filling system 

was from the tank via a vacuum 

system. It sprang a leak so was 

removed, and there is a valve 

into the boiler. But I find 

that I usually fill by 

removing the safety 

valve. 

It’s the firing system that 

makes running the loco a 

bit different from 

normal. The fire is lit 

through the firedoor, 

and then has to be 

persuaded to burn 

reliably in the boiler and 

not on the footplate, 

which I do using an 

electric blower on the 

chimney. It needs an 

adaptor as the chimney 

is a rather small diameter. Once 

the fire has stabilised in the 

boiler the blower can be 

removed and the loco will run – 

but care needs to be taken that 

the fire doesn’t blow 

out early in the run. 

Gas tap only needs to 

be open a touch, and 

the regulator can be 

opened likewise. It has 

good pulling power and 

will cope with three or 

four carriages without 

any difficulty. 

 

Filling the boiler really 

needs a special long 

reach 3/8” socket – but 

I have one of those 

anyway, and a thin 

syringe tube is needed 
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 to fit past the steam take-off. 

Similarly, a small diameter syringe is need to refill 

the lubricator after a run as there needs to be air 

space around the tube so it fills reliably 

Yes, a few foibles, but overall a good runner, and 

one that is much appreciated, both by those who 

know 16mm models and by those who see it 

running at Kew where it can be compared with the 

full-size version outside (and on occasions the later 

Wrightscale Wren as well). 

 

The later Wrightscale Wren – by Nigel 

Seeing the earlier model from Chris draws some 

inevitable comparisons.  My example has the #250 

vibro-etched under the cab floor – below the gas 

tank, along with signature MD Wright. 

The later models have saw the displacement 

lubricator moved into the cab, rather than the 

dead leg lubricator that Chris’s has.  I must confess 

to repainting mine too.  I didn’t change any of the 

colours.  It was simply a case of stripping, etch 

priming and repainting.  When I bought the model 

second-hand it was in fair condition, but I want to 

bring it back to an ex-works state.  While doing the 

repaint I also took the small liberty of tweaking the 

cab stays, these slide into small tubes on the cab 

uprights allowing me to remove the cab and/or 

saddle tank separately.   

Other changes are less obvious.  The later models 

featured a gland for the valve and pistons, with a 

dummy lubricator cast into the valve cover. 

When I saw the description from Chris I was very 

envious of his run time, I am down to just over 20 

minutes.  I find myself running my Wren on a 

single fill basis, if I’m honest it all gets a bit hot 

and getting a hot smokebox door off to relight 

the engine isn’t the easiest  task in the world.  

Running a Wren light engine is a no-no, they are 

so powerful for their weight (the 16mm 

equivalent of a Lotus Super 7?) that the slightest 

touch on the regulator and they’re off.  However 

with a representative load of five slate trucks 

behind and the performance transforms running  

steadily at prototypical speeds.  With the short 

wheel base they don’t slow on 

corners either making them an 

excellent choice for exhibition 

running.  

It doesn’t seem to matter how old your Wren is, 

they are beautifully detailed models from 

Malcolm that always look good. 

A comparison shot – new 

Wren on left, my one on the 

right. A bit difficult to see 

the size difference 
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King of Coal 
Nigel writes we’re always keen to 
publish a good photo in 
Throwback.  This photo was 
taken recently by Keith Skillicorn, 
a photo of John Brittains Darj 
Pacific. 

 

JOAN LEMAR Derek writes: Sadly I recently received news of the passing of Joan Lemar.  She was 

married to the late Peter, without whose efforts it is fair to say, many if not all of the steam locomotives that British 
Railways had sent for scrap with the proviso that they could not be sold on again, may well have been lost. These 
efforts were linked with the Didcot Railway Centre, and Joan also was on the organising team.  She is survived by 
David, Gillian and Sally. 

Dave Lemar is well known amongst 16mmers, and was until fairly recently one of the organising team of the Exeter 
Show. Joan was always there, on the door or buzzing round the exhibition, greeting everyone and ever cheerful. I 
met her mostly here, though also at Chris Tilley's Barle Valley Railway. Peter and David created the Haytor Granite 
Tramway in the garden of their home in Torquay.  It is worth mentioning that, as of my last information, Gillian was 
the only female passed out broad gauge locomotive driver, and I certainly travelled behind her when she was in the 
driving cab of the steam railmotor when I went to Didcot with Harvey Watkins.  

Joans funeral was at the East Devon Crematorium on 24th. September. May she rest in peace, and I offer 
condolences to the family from everyone in the heritage side of 16mm or who attended the Exeter Show.  
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Pinnigers 

Patch 
Louisa – a lively lady 

Dave Pinniger writes, My first 

steam loco was an Archangel 0-4-

0T pot boiler “Princess Hester” 

and her history has been well 

documented in SMT and TBM. 

However, my next engine was a 

one-off Archangel 0-6-0ST called 

“Louisa”, built around an O gauge 

“Satan” chassis and very loosely 

based on a quarry Hunslet. I fell 

in love with this engine when I 

first saw her in Stewart Browne’s 

shed at High Wycombe but he 

told me that she did not steam 

well because of insufficient air 

getting to the fire. I suggested a 

very non-technical solution of 

drilling some holes in the saddle 

tank. A short time later Stewart 

rang me to say that he had done 

the butchery and it had indeed 

solved the problem. In 1976 we 

agreed a price and I collected 

“Louisa” from Cock Lane and she 

became Alderbrook Valley 

Railway No 4. “Louisa” soon 

proved to be a very different 

engine from the other pot boilers 

because she had a single 

inside cylinder which at 

3/8” bore, was much 

smaller than the 9/16” of 

the Princess and the Brick. 

Although powerful when 

going, she was far more 

tricky to start and had a 

tendency to accelerate 

like a greyhound to reach 

a very unprototypical 

Hunslet speed of 150mph. 

I eventually built a cab 

and a tender to house a 

radio control battery and 

receiver and put a servo 

on the regulator. This 

made the engine much 

more manageable, but 
1/ “Louisa” as delivered to the Alderbrook Valley Railway in 1976. 

2/ “Louisa” on the AVR weed killing wagon.  
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eventually she suffered from 

the common Archangel disease 

of worn eccentrics so that she 

modestly self-reversed when 

meeting any slight gradient. 

Rather than rebuild her, 

“Louisa” was sold in 1989 to 

Pete Olson in the USA where I 

understand she is still running 

and much loved. “Louisa” was 

far too large for a quarry 

Hunslet and was more like 

7/8ths scale and s he was 

replaced the same year by 

“Louisa ll” a proper 16mm 

scale small quarry Hunslet built 

by Tony Finescale Sant, but 

that is another story. 

 

Photographs [All DBP] 

3/ “Louisa” now with a cab and tender pulling 

a NWNGR coach built from a Peter Dobson kit 

and reviewed by me in SMT. 

4/ “Louisa” passing the old AVR 

Woody End station made by Peter 

Jones.  
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Derek continues: This loco sold a 

while ago through this magazine. 

I had taken a lot of photos of it 

for prospective purchasers, so it 

seemed worthwhile to share 

them with you whilst we 

continue to explore the Mamod 

theme.  

The loco was built by the late 

Don Boreham, doyen of the 

Meirioneth Society, and author 

of a couple of editions of his book 

entitled 'Narrow Gauge Railway 

Modelling'. It is far from standard 

Mamod, and was radio controlled 

for starters. 

Don fitted a silver soldered boiler 

to begin with, and it had a valve 

for water filling, as well as an 

uprated safety valve. This was an 

early Mamod upgrade, before a 

lot of modifications became 

commercially available. Hence, 

the original rotary valve for 

direction/speed remained, with a 

mechanical linkage from in front 

of the smokebox back to the 

servo on the floor of the cab. 

There was no lubricator, and the 

large gas tank, clearly visible, sat 

vertically on the footplate. 

The tender was scratch built as 

opposed to using a Mamod 

wagon, and was hinged from the 

rear bufferbeam to access the 

batteries and r/c gear. You can 

see the location of the looped 

aerial cable, which connected to 

the fire iron laid across the coal 

load in the tender. 

MORE MA-MODS 
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Don made the cylinder covers as 

one unit, which encircled the 

frames, as opposed to the later 

single ones everyone used. 

The cab roof was different and 

removable, and there were 

hinged doors either side of the 

cab to hide what was crammed 

inside. The side tanks were 

extended as far forward as 

possible.   

An interesting, early Mamod 

conversion. Tell us about yours 

now please. 
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MA-MOD 

VENUS - 

A 

LOVELY 

LOCO 

 

Derek says: Mike 

Barton contributed 

in the last issue, 

with his delightfully modified 

Locomotion railcar. His powers of 

both imagination and mechanical 

ability led him a while ago to 

modify two Mamods, and he has 

kindly written the following. 

There is to my eye a likeness 

between Venus and Kathleen, 

that appeared under Detective 

Derek in the last TBM. 

Venus 

My introduction to the world of 

16mm garden railways came 

through the ubiquitous Mamod 

train set. It wasn’t long before the 

frustration of two speed 

operation, i.e. stop and flat out, 

helped me to seek out the 

various Mamodifications being 

offered by Mike Chaney and a 

meths burner and lubricator were 

installed. The opportunity came 

to buy a secondhand Mamod loco 

and as funds became available 

this engine was also equipped 

with a Chaney meths burner and 

lubricator, followed by more of 

his gems: a regulator, a set of 

new cylinders and pistons, a 

higher pressure silver soldered 

boiler plus safety valve and with a 

Goodall refilling valve, plus finally, 

a set of wheels and axles that 

would run true. With inspiration 

from Tag Gorton’s article on 

“Lady Susan” a single channel 

radio control was fitted to the 

regulator using a coal truck to 

mount the batteries and receiver. 

The first engine remains in its 

almost original condition. 

 

Eventually attention turned to the 

body of the second engine and 

after a few false starts most of 

that was hacked away. The 

ambition was to create a version 

of Spooner’s proposed shunting 

engine for the Penrhyn Railway. A 

footplate was made from steel 

sheet and bent to suit. Brass side 

tanks and a new smokebox and 

chimney were made along with a 

cab front and a plate for the back 

of the cab footplate. Pretty much 

the only original parts remaining 

were the frames and enough of 

the body to hold the firebox 

elements in place. With a small 

receiver and battery pack 

squeezed into the rear of the cab 

a servo operated the regulator 

once again. All these changes, 

however, made the fitting, filling, 

lighting and maintenance of a 

meths burner very difficult and 

several years later, reluctantly, a 

decision was made to change to a 

gas burner, supplied by Dream 

Steam. As a result of this change 

the run time was, of course, 

much reduced, but Venus still 

comes out on quiet sunny days 
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 and provides much 

delight with her 

wobbly cylinders! 

Maybe one day I’ll go 

back to the meths 

burner and persevere 

with it. 

 

Mike Barton 

 

 
 

Derek writes: 

This sweet little loco was 

photographed recently by Dave 

Pinniger on the Barle Valley 

Railway. At thetime it was owned 

by him, though it has now found 

a new home. It started out years 

ago as an Archangel Marmaduke, 

until it received a very attractive 

makeover into a 7/8ths. loco by 

Harvey Watkins. He 

reproportioned it, and made the 

two half round parts of the new 

cab, whilst Dave P. did the sheet. 

So why the name? Harvey has a 

track record of clever naming, 

and in this case, if it is no longer 

Marmaduke, then 

Harvey renamed it 

appropriately as 

Keiller, who just in 

case you don't 

know happen to make 

marmalade.... 

It’s all in the name 
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Derek writes: There is almost 30 

years difference in the ages of 

these two Snowdon Rangers. The 

green version was date stamped 

11/78, whilst the red loco was 

part of a small batch made in the 

early part of the 2000's. 

The older is gas fired, the origi-

nal uses meths, and you can see 

the meths tank immediately be-

hind the power bogie, to which it 

is attached and from which the 

burners extend forwards. Using 

gas firing has allowed Stewart 

Browne to position the boiler 

lower on the newer version, and 

more prototypically. 

The red model was repatriated 

from Australia, and whilst running 

beautifully had obviously sat for a 

considerable time and needed 

recommissioning. The green loco 

was bought off eBay, at what was 

a fair price, it being sold by the 

daughter of the deceased owner. 

However, it harboured a number 

of faults which happily are being 

sorted out, but it serves as a re-

minder that buying blind with no 

history can cause the new owner 

problems. 

Both are very desirable locos, and 

the green one for its age is in re-

ally good external condition. 

SPOT THE 

DIFFERENCE 
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PETER 

JONES, 

WORLD 

RECORD 

HOLDER 
Derek writes: I am often asked for 

a definition of heritage. My 

response is that it is as much 

about the people who shaped 

our hobby in the early days, as it 

is about the products. Having said 

that, there is a very definite cross

-pollenation between these two. 

It is also important to say that 

back in the day we were all living 

in a different world, most 

definitely as far as humour goes! 

Think The Goons, Benny Hill, Dick 

Emery and on the radio Kenneth 

Horne. There was far more 

practical joking and wind-ups, 

and many more whimsies and 

light hearted models. With less 

available commercially, home 

building was more the norm. 

Against this backdrop, what 

follows is a story that I have been 

meaning to share with you all for 

quite a while.  

For definitely no particular 

reason, the late and much missed 

Peter Jones, and his Compton 

Down Railway, have largely been 

missing from these pages. I hope 

that this is about to change, but 

we will begin with the unofficial 

World Speed Record for 16mm 

locomotives. 

This has never been documented, 

but definitely happened in that it 

is known to his daughter Kes, 

Gareth Jones (of Modular Layout 

fame), and myself who heard it 

directly from Peter. Time will 

have embellished the memory, 

and versions will differ slightly, 

but at the end of the day why 

spoil a good story by arguing over 

little nuances? If this account is 

seriously wrong in any 

department then please 

enlighten me. 

Peter was flying to America, I 

believe with his brother Don, on 

a Boeing 747, which was the 

plane for Transatlantic travel 

back when this happened. In 

Peter's hand luggage in the cabin 

was a length of SM32 track, and a 

loco which Kes tells me was 

Compton Nymph (one day we will 

also explore the occurrence of 

nymphs in 16mm folklore). Peter 

laid the track down in the 

gangway, and ran the loco along 

it. He then enquired of a 

stewardess as to what the then 

speed of the plane was, and was 

told 450 mph, so he duly claimed 

that as a world record speed for a 

16mm loco. 

Word got out in America about 

this record, and whilst here I am 

unable to find out who the actual 

gentleman was, a 16mm 

modeller and pilot then took up 

one of his locos in an unknown 

plane, put it into a dive and 

claimed to have upped the record 

to 600 mph. 

Peter, nothing less than patriotic 

and game for a battle took 

himself and a sacrificial plastic 

loco to Pendine Sands where 

there is a Ministry facility with a 

1500 metre instrumented test 

track. On this, rocket propelled 

sleds can reach Mach 3. He 

convinced them to attach the 

loco on a test, and once it had 

run the course then claimed to 

have put the speed record out of 

reach of anyone - especially the 

Americans. Thus it stands to this 

day, and unless anyone knows 

whether Tim Peake is an 

enthusiast and will take a loco up 
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with him, then within reason it 

will stand for ever. It is worth 

looking up MOD Pendine just to 

see what the facility offers, which 

as far as the track is concerned is 

unique in the UK and Europe. 

There will be many of you 

reading this who know very little 

about the Compton Down 

Railway, or Peter Jones himself. I 

intend to explore this over a few 

issues of TBM, and for the 

moment would ask anyone who 

can contribute any memories or 

photos to do so please. For the 

moment, and as a taster, I have 

attached two photos of the line, 

which are in fact seven photos 

taken by Dave Rowlands and 

stitched together. He stood in the 

middle of the garden and just 

rotated, snapping as he did. You 

need to understand that these 

are a record of a moment it time, 

after which the line continued to 

evolve right up to the sad loss of 

Peter. Most of his buildings are 

now happily on view in the 

Llechfan Garden Railway at the 

Talyllyn Railway.  

Whilst this would normally be 

under the You Tube Watch part, 

in this instance I am going to 

point you in the direction of 

some clips about the CDR. For a 

general overview, then start with 

watching: 'Compton Down 

Railway by Mark Found' This was 

taken after Peter had died, and 

just before the line was 

dismantled. Both Kes and Gareth 

Jones contributed with the 

narration, and where you see 

Mark on camera, this £30,000 

item was being carefully handled 

by Gareth's 14 year old son Dan! 

You do also see a clip of Peter 

early on. 

One of Peter's closest friends 

from an early stage was Terry 

Collins, a 16mmer himself. Terry 

took a number of clips, and these 

are also on You tube. You 

can find them under 

Terryvision, and then 

numbered parts of 

different films. It is all 

worth a visit - if you are a 

dedicated prototypical 

modeller then maybe 

these are not for you, but 

for anyone with 

imagination and a love of 

the eccentric then you will 

enjoy. It is Terry in the 

photo, outside Peter's 

workshop, the one side of 

which was made to look 

like a Talyllyn Brown 

Marshall coach, about to 

unveil a memorial plaque 

at the final steam up on 

the line, and my thanks to Keith 

Skillicorn for taking it. Happily I 

was able to attend this 

celebration, but was working and 

had collected 28,000 litres of 

whey in my articulated tanker 

from the creamery nearby in 

Haverfordwest. Kes said that it 

was the largest vehicle ever to 

have come to the line!  

So, with your help, much more 

about Peter and the CDR will 

follow in future TBM's. 
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The 

Littlest 

Baldwin 
Graeme Brown 

writes from New 

South Wales: I had 

modelled the 

Victorian Railways 

in HO finescale for 

many years, but 

when I retired in 2010 I changed 

direction and moved into garden 

railways. The intention was to 

build live steam locos and a small 

metal working workshop was set 

up for this purpose. 

This model came my way at a 

model railway exhibition about a 

year later and was  in very down 

condition, but at a good price. It 

is an Argyle Locomotive Works 

Philadelphia and while they are 

long out of production, details 

are still on the net at the 

Wayback Machine site. http://

web.archive.org/

web/200101241005 ... 

ldlph.html  This one seems to 

have been built from the 

machinist kit version, rather than 

supplied RTR by Argyle. When I 

found it, it looked like the first 

photograph and when closely 

checked, required major 

workshop attention. 

 

While I had worked with a mate 

in 7.25" and then 12" gauge for 

years, this was my first garden 

scale steam loco and seemed like 

it would be a good introduction 

into building models in Fn3 scale 

(1:20.3). 

 

When checked, the wheels/

motion were frozen and it was 

rough around the edges. It freed 

up with some penetrating oil and 

a bit of work, but it refused to 

run on air. No big deal, it was 

cheap and I had bought it as a 

retirement project in any case 

and luckily the set of Argyle 

drawings that came with the kits 

were still with it. 

 

It was partly dismantled and 

found to have negligible wear in 

the working parts, but the valve 

gear was completely out of 

whack and a lot of the bolts/

screws/etc. were in bad 

Model shown as originally found  

Discarded parts that required replacement  
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 condition. The wheels had been 

fitted on with Loctite and one 

was loose, which wasn't helping 

the valve events, as it was the 

driving axle. 

 

After that the chassis was 

completely dismantled and all 

parts were degreased, stripped 

of paint, cleaned and replaced 

if necessary. The tray in the 

next photograph contains the 

parts that were replaced. 

 

Following re-assembly, the first 

air test took place. The valve 

gear was interesting, as I've 

never set up Stephenson gear 

before and there wasn't a lot of 

information about timing it that I 

could find. Eventually I got it 

working OK and the chassis was 

ticking over on 5psi of air on the 

test stand. 

 

Next the boiler was inspected 

and given a hydraulic test. Luckily 

it was found to be sound. The 

same couldn't be said about the 

gas tank which had several leaks 

and was discarded. After building 

a new gas tank, replacing a few 

boiler fittings and adding a 

pressure gauge the boiler was 

steamed for the first time, 

but then wouldn't maintain 

pressure under load when fitted 

to the chassis.  

 

That's when the burner saga 

started. Three burners, two 

butane tanks and three sizes of 

jet later, it had stopped howling 

like a banshee, lit easily, the 

steaming time had doubled and 

the gas supply still ran out before 

the water did. 

 

Finally I was happy enough with 

the bench running to complete 

the assembly and add/repair/

change the detail parts to match 

the drawings and some 

prototype photos I'd found by 

that stage. It now looked like the 

model in the next photograph. 

 

After a few more runs on the test 

stand, it had notched up about 2 

hours running under steam and it 

was off to a friend's track to run 

trials. The photo shows it sitting 

over the ash pit raising steam for 

one of the early garden test runs. 

It took a while to get used to 

driving it on an undulating track 

with a load and the final burner 

design was fitted around this 

time, which was what 

permanently stopped it sounding 

like the previously mentioned 

Banshee. 

 

A few more runs and it was time 

to start painting. I wasn't happy 

with the first colour used, so it 

Raising steam over the pit on the 

first garden run. 

Model completed and ready for it's first steam trial. 
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 has actually 

been painted 

twice. 

 

By this stage, 

Spring had 

sprung, the grass 

had grown and 

the littlest 

Baldwin sits in 

the afternoon 

sun on the edge 

of the jungle 

behind the 

house, to have 

her portrait 

taken. 

 

TVT History. 

 

The T.V.T. is the Tambo Valley 

Tramway. Under Victorian State 

legislation, railways required an 

Act of Parliament, but tramways 

could be built by local councils 

with just an Order in Council. The 

story is that a shire council in the 

area of Victoria known as East 

Gippsland got tired of waiting for 

what passed for govt. in Victoria 

at the time to get around to 

building a railway into the region. 

So they built their own down the 

Tambo River valley to wharves at 

the mouth of the river, making 

it possible for primary produce to 

be shipped to Melbourne by 

coastal shipping.  

 

The smallest locomotive in the 

Baldwin narrow gauge catalog 

was the 6 8 1/3-C and being 

assembled from standard parts 

was available on a short lead 

time from Baldwin. Omeo and a 

sister were imported to build the 

tramway at about the same time 

as the real Fairymead Sugar Mill 

Baldwin locos, but the TVT was 

built to 3' gauge like most 

Victorian timber tramways, not 

the 2' used in the Queensland 

canefields. In the period 

modelled (late 1920's) Omeo has 

been long out of mainline use 

and is working out it's time as the 

depot pet at the tramway 

workshops. Which is why the 

paint is clean, the brass is 

polished and the lettering is gold. 

 

This was the story of the littlest 

Baldwin as of Spring 2011...... 

To bring the story up to date, I 

eventually built an elevated 

45mm gauge track in my 

backyard and the last photograph 

shows Omeo pulling the first 

steam hauled works train when 

the mainline track was 

completed in 2019. 

Fresh out of the paintshop and 

sitting in the spring sunshine after 

about a year in the workshop. 

Omeo running across the the bridge with the first steam 

works train to run on the completed mainline. 
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SOME MAGIC 

WITH 

MERLIN 
Derek writes: In the early days of 

Merlin Locomotive Works, their 

steam loco were either the 

original Beck Anna, or anglicised 

variants. If you want to read a 

history of the Company and Tom 

Cooper, then you should if you 

are able to, have a look in the 

August issue of SMT (The 16mm 

Association house magazine) as 

also the upcoming November 

issue as I have supplied a two 

part article on this. 

Arthur Cole appears elsewhere in 

this issue of TBM. He has been a 

16mmer right from the 

earliest days, and is in 

fact member no: 59 of 

the Assn. He has a 

great fondness for the 

early Beck locos, and 

has a number of both 

original and modified 

variants. In fact almost 

from day one he 

worked out how to 

regauge the locos to 

32mm, and before Tom 

got into his stride was carrying 

this out for other modellers. I am 

sure, if you would like to do this 

to a 45mm Anna these days, 

Arthur would be willing to offer 

advice. 

A while ago, he bought some s/h 

Anna items, namely a boiler and 

a chassis with not all the wheels 

attached. Over time he has 

created what you see in the 

photos, and it looks really well. 

He ran it at the recent Ashbash, 

and it performed very well, as in 

truth Annas usually do. Looking 

at the photos, can I just say that 

there is not a typo. in connection 

with the build plate! 

He raided the spares box for such 

as the pressure gauge, and I 

believe that a lot of the 

bodywork came via a biscuit tin. 

It is, to my eye, a well balanced 

and characterful loco, very much 

achieved on a budget. 
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THROW BACK 

TO THE DAY 

IT ALL 

STARTED 

 

Garrett Rea asks how many can 

claim to have photo 

documentation of the very 

moment they started in the 

16mm hobby?   

Recently while combing through 

some family photographs, I came 

across the moment the hobby 

started for me over 35 years ago 

on my 13th birthday.  Living in 

America, I had already started 

reading the very early offerings of 

Garden Railways and started with 

a Mamod as many did.  Later that 

week I built the first of four 

garden railways in my lifetime; I 

will document railways one and 

two in a future issue of TBM if 

there is interest (yes please DW).   

Despite the limitations of the 

Mamod, young interests were 

not dashed but turned into 

persistence.  The following 

birthday, the loco was aided by a 

safety valve, burner, Van Dort 

lubricator and Goodall Valve 

from West Lawn Locomotive 

Works of Wisconsin.  These paid 

off in improved operability and 

are partially why I am still 

involved in the hobby.   

Yes, both the Mamod and I are 

still around, both looking quite 

differently than we did in that 

warm summer day in Ohio, USA 

over three decades ago.   
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Notes from 

Colorado –

Vintage 

rolling stock 
by Marc Horovitz 

Photos by the author 

In the last issue of Throwback 

Modeller there was some 

discussion of vintage rolling 

stock. This was a subject to which 

I’d not given much thought but, 

on reflection, I realized that I was 

in possesion of a fair number of 

old wagons and, especially, 

coaches . So here goes. 

When Mamod first came out 

with their game-

changing Steam 

Railway line, I was 

quite taken with their 

products. The 

company’s metal 

rolling stock had all of 

the attraction and 

robustness of old 

tinplate trains, with 

the added advantage 

of being narrow-gauge 

proportioned. The 

trains were first 

offered in gauge 0 

only, but gauge-1 

versions of both the 

locomotive and rolling 

stock soon appeared. 

The range was limited and rolling 

stock was all based on the same 

four-wheel chassis. Coaches and 

a few freight wagons were 

offered (photo 1). 

 

Back in the mid 1980s, when I 

was the US agent for 

Roundhouse, I needed something 

to pull behind my new Dylan. I 

was pleased to acquire a rake of 

four of Ken Best’s Kenversions 

coaches (photo 2). These are well 

made, lightweight, four-wheel 

coaches, painted brown and 

cream. They have gauge-1 

wheelsets and look good behind 

my gauge-1 Dylan. 

1. A Mamod log car (styrofoam logs!), a box van, and 

a coach, all pulled by one of their venerable 0-4-0T 

locomotives, this one converted to alcohol. 

2. Four Kenversions coaches, each one different, 

make a fine train for an early Roundhouse Dylan. 
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When I was in Britain in 1985, I 

was fortunate to attend a 16mm 

event in Mickleton. There I 

purchased a set of lovely L&B 

coaches from Bernard Clarke. 

The coaches, in Southern livery, 

are beautifully made and have 

full interiors. Bernard told me 

that they are made largely of 

paper! They look great behind 

my Archangel Taw (photo 3). 

And speaking of Archangel, I 

seem to have acquired a number 

of Stewart’s coaches over the 

years. These are basic in the 

extreme, with flat, unadorned 

aluminum sides, thin metal 

roofs, punched window holes, 

and plastic window strips behind 

the holes, most of which have 

gone by the wayside over the 

years. I really should replace 

them. Bogies on the larger 

coaches are comprised of strips 

of metal for the side frames, 

with no attempt a detail. 

However, they are solidly made 

and hold the track well. The long 

coaches seem to pass for VoR or 

L&B, depending (photo 4). The 

shorter, four-wheel stock are 

ingeniously sprung, using a 

simple method involving spring 

wire (photos 5-6). 

Also, while prowling around my 

closet, I came across two 

unopened, unbuilt (!) Archangel 

kits from Cock Lane (photo 7). 

The smaller one is just the body 

for a GVT coach. The larger one 

is a guard’s van and seems to 

have everything necessary, 

including wheelsets. I’m 

conflicted — open them and 

have a go or preserve them 

intact as 16 mil archeological 

finds? 

3. Bernard Clarke’s beautiful paper 

L&B coaches behind an Archangel Taw. 

4. Three Archangel bogie coaches 

in two different liveries. 
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John Singer’s interesting gear-

driven 0-4-0T was built in 1986. I 

acquired it at a Diamondhead 

steamup in 2009 from Don 

Beech, who had bought it from 

John Singer. The engine was 

originally built for gauge-0 track, 

but Don got John to rework it so 

that it is now regaugeable. The 

engine came with three coaches 

— two bogie coaches and a four-

wheeler (photo 8). The 

information I received indicated 

that the coaches were built by 

Austin Major, who was a member 

of Singer’s East Anglia 16mm 

Group. These are nicely made 

and painted wooden coaches 

with full interiors. They were 

evidently originally built to gauge 

0, but were gauge widened to Nº 

1, presumably by Don Beech. 

Photo 9 shows a little box van 

scratchbuilt by Dave Pinniger in 

1976 for Dave Rowlands’ 

Alderbrook Valley Railway. This is 

a lovely example of a hand-built 

piece from the early days of 

sixteen mil. It features 

Archangel’s nylon dumb buffers, 

making it more 

compatible with other 

Archangel stock. 

 

After the passing of Jim 

and Jennifer Slater, I 

acquired some of the 

locomotives and rolling 

stock from their Budley 

Bumblebahn (photos 10-

11). If you’re not familiar 

with this delightful little 

railway, you should 

become so — you’re in 

for a treat. This tiny line, 

5. A train of three VoR coaches by Archangel, 

pulled by an Archangel Rheidol. 

6. An Archangel four-wheeler in unusual paint. Can anyone identify? There 

is an address label stuck to the roof that says Haynall Farm. 

7. Two unbuilt Archangel kits, one a guard’s van (top) and a GVT coach body. 
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using all Mamod sectional 

track, was built into two raised 

planter boxes with a bridge 

between, in a 20-foot-square 

back garden. Jenifer, a 

landscape architect, designed 

the track plan. Jim built most 

of the locomotives, using the 

mechanisms from the then-

popular Stomper line of 

battery-powered automobiles 

for motive power. The tiny 

rolling stock was varied —- 

some scratchbuilt, some 

heavily kitbashed, all 

charismatic and charming. The 

scale and size of the trains fit 

the trackplan, which fit the size 

of the garden. It was one of the 

most complete and well 

thought out garden railways 

I’ve ever seen, and was 

featured in the July-August 

1991 issue of Garden Railways 

magazine. 

I thought I’d throw in a vintage 

piece of my own — another 

railbus, also powered by a 

Stomper motor (photo 12). I 

built this gauge-1 version in 

1984, out of styrene for 

lightness. It was written up in the 

Jan-Feb 1985 issue of Garden 

Railways. Stompers came in two 

sizes. The larger was ideal for 

gauge-1 conversions, while the 

smaller ones fit well on 0-gauge 

track. 

And how about a vintage 

structure? Photo 13 shows a 

Peter Jones outhouse, hewn 

from a solid piece of wood, 

7. Austin Major’s coaches following John Singer’s Lady Mary. Both locomotive and 

coaches began life as gauge-0 models but are today gauge 1. 

8. Dave Pinniger’s box van, built for 

Dave Rowlands in 1976. 

9. A train of Budley Bumblebahn stock, pulled by locomotives Hansel and 

Gretel. Coaches are scratchbuilt, the pig wagon started life as a ?? kit. Jim 

Slater also built the locomotives, using battery-powered Stomper mecha-

nisms for propulsion. 
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painted, and adorned with a tin 

roof. It definitely has that 

Jonesian aura about it. 

And, finally, a couple of my 

personal treasures — a pair of 

coaches from Jack Wheldon’s 

Border Counties Railway (photo 

14). Jack looms large in my life 

and was a great influence in my 

own early days of sixteen-mil 

steam. I was privileged to get to 

know him and Jo personally and 

spend some significant time 

with them both. Jack’s railway 

was long, somewhat ill tended, 

and had a charm all its own. The 

two coaches in my possession 

have seen better days. The patina 

of age is on them — chipped 

paint, loose window glazing, 

decaying roofs. But, to my 

mind, it would be bordering 

on the criminal to try to 

restore them. They show the 

hand of the builder in every 

inch, and take me right back 

to the 1980s, when Jack was 

alive, vibrant, and active. I like 

to pull these coaches behind 

Daisy Mutler, one of Jack’s 

Pooter class locomotives.  

10. Another Stomper-powered vehicle by Jim Slater, Volos is a tiny rail-

bus. 

11. The author built this Stomper-powered railbus of styrene in 1984. 

12. One of a whole line of 

basic garden-railways struc-

tures, this outhouse was built 

by Peter Jones in the 1980s. 

13. Two coaches by Jack Wheldon behind Daisy Muttler, one of Jack’s Pooter-

class engines. 
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From the 

Portland 

archive –

Vintage 

rolling stock 
In reply to Nigels quest to track 

down a Mike Beeson L&B coach 

the James Ritson offered his 

insight. 

James Ritson writes In June 1993 

I was visiting UK from Alaska and 

took the opportunity to look at 

various manufacturer's L&B 

Manning Wardles. 

Dave Pinniger was kind enough 

to take me over to see Dick Nutt's 

railway.  Dick had recently 

written up his DJB model for 

SMT, which may have been 

David's first customer engine? 

 

 

 

Regarding Beeson coaches, I 

remember Dick Nutt had two or 

three Mike Beeson built L&B 

coaches.  They were beautifully 

made, but were taller than his 

Tenmille versions so his train 

lacked the uniform profile that I 

so enjoy of L&B trains.  

 

These aren't the best photos but 

you might be able to tell that the 

second and third coaches, 1st 

Class observation coaches 1 or 2, 

& 3 or 4, are taller than the 

preceding 3rd class observation 

which was probably from a 

Tenmille kit.  

When Dick pointed this out to 

Mike he was told that the 

Tenmille versions were 

undersized.   I don't know who is 

right but I expect Mike Beeson 

would have thoroughly checked 

before starting.  I built my 

scratchbuilt coaches to match the 

Tenmille ones so the train profile 

looks correct.  I have long held a 

desire to go back to Woody Bay 

and measure one of theirs to 

compare with my models. Here 

are the other two pictures I took 

that evening, neither very good 

quality. 

 

I wonder what happened to 

Dick's 16mm coaches?   I hear 

16mm modelling at it’s best? Smiles all round 

Dick Nutt’s L&B train headed up with his DJB 

Manning Wardle 
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 that he rather lost interest in 16mm once he got 

going with 5 inch gauge.   

If you do find some of Mike Beeson's coaches I 

would very much like to hear your opinion on the 

scale issue. 

Nigel responds - I’m still trying to track down a 

Mike Beeson coach.  I’d love to hear from any 

reader who has one, or even knows of their 

existence. 

Follow one strand and it leads to 

another as Nigel continues; 

James also included a photo of 

the inside of Dicks shed, and 

storage yard.  This included a 

picture of a platform bolster 

wagon, also a Mike Beeson built 

model.  Look again at the photo 

and you can see a second 

platform wagon sitting behind 

carrying a red cart for a load.  

The L&B had two platform 

bolster wagons, so it follows that 

Dick would have two models 

too! 

Why the interest?  Before Dick 

passed away he had already sold 

off a large number of his models 

(see Throwback #18). In October 

of 2020 Dicks family were 

clearing the remaining items 

from his one of the platform 

wagons came to light sitting on 

the back of a shelf with a bogie 

brake van.  It was a little worse 

for wear.  When I was asked if I’d 
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like it as a restoration project I did not hesitate. 

In restoring the wagon I was really keen to 

retain it’s pedigree, however I needed it in the 

brown Southern livery to fit my L&B collection.  I 

also had some parts to replicate.   Somewhere 

through it’s life the model had lost a couple of 

axleboxes and detail parts.  I replicated these, by 

hacking and filing away on some blocks of brass.  

On the underside I had carefully removed the 

two stickers before any restoration work.  I 

laminated these for prosperity then gluing them 

to a piece of steel flat bar.  (The only aspect of 

this plan that concerns me is that; if I 

inadvertently leave this truck anywhere the 

finder will assume it still belongs to Dick…)  

Using the steel bar enables me to run the truck 

in one of my L&B rakes without worrying about 

it being a lightweight and being pulled off the 

track.  It also enables me to 

show off the weathered deck.  

If I’d covered it with a load 

then it would have been 

hidden. 

I am amazed that there are 

several photos of this truck 

through it’s twenty plus year 

life span. 

I am still hunting for Mike 

Beeson L&B coaches, if you 

have any please share a photo 

or two for a future Throwback 

feature.   

Replacement axlebox on the left and original on 

the right 

Photo of the truck immediately prior to 

restoration, recognise the red cart? Photo 

D.Pinniger 

The wagon today riding behind a DJB Taw on 

Andrew Mitchells beautiful Westfield railway 
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IT’S A WIND 

UP 
Derek writes: 

This should satisfy those of you 

who are into clockwork or 

Meccano.  Arthur Cole brought 

this diminutive loco and trailer to 

the Ashbash, where it ran around 

the portable layout Drekly for a 

circuit and a half each time. If you 

care to dismiss it as just a motor 

on wheels, well that is exactly 

what it is, but equally that is true 

of any loco whatever the 

propulsion!  

Quite a few people watched it 

with amusement. Result! It bears 

the name 'Sprocket'. 

More what’s 

in a name 
Derek says: You may remember 

this tram loco from earlier TBM's. 

It was bought by Pat Brewer, who 

has subsequently improved it, 

and added the plates that you 

can see in the photo. You may 

wonder who the model is named 

after?  He was Brian Boroihme, 

and he was King of Ireland from 

1002 - 1014, during which 

time he was almost 

exclusively 

engaged in fighting the 

Danes and the Norse, before 

being finally killed. 

 

Tongue in cheek this made 

me wonder if this was the 

first instance of the Irish 

protecting their Guinness 

industry from 

the Danish lager invasion??  

The plates make the loco 

look well though. 
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Derek writes: Two for the price of 
one this issue! Whilst not every 
issue carries this feature, you 
have an Archangel in Pinniger's 
Patch, and now this as well! 

Owned by Arthur Cole, and built 
by Stewart Browne in 1984, this 
superb loco appeared at the re-
cent Ashbash and ran just as well 
as you would expect despite be-
ing nearly 40 years old. It is Tra-
lee & Dingle Light Railway 0-4-2T 
No:4. 

The prototype was supplied to 
the Railway in 1890 by the Huns-
let Engine Company, who eventu-
ally built seven of the line's nine 
locos. As the line was governed 
by the Tramways (Ireland) Act of 
1883 as much of the route ran 
alongside the public highway, the 
first five engines were built with 
cabs at either end, and covers 
over the wheels and motion, 
though all these were quickly 
removed when the regulations 
were relaxed. Sadly, No: 4 was 
worn out by 1898, withdrawn 
from service four years later, and 
rusted away at Tralee until being 
sold for scrap in 1907. 

No: 4 as built by Archangel came 
with a choice of being either in-
ternally or externally fired with 
either gas or meths. All had two 
cylinders actuated by slide valves 
via Walschaerts valve gear, or in 
the case of r/c models then Hack-
worth's version was used. Inter-
nally fired boilers, if gas had a 
single flue, or meths then multi 
tubes. A side tank contained a 
hand pump for boiler replenish-
ment of internally fired models, 

whilst the externally fired vari-
ants were filled via a vacuum tap 
and had a duration of around 60 
mins. 

Boiler pressure was 75 psi, the 
loco weighed 8 lbs., and in 1985 
you paid £925 for the externally 
fired, and £1200 for the internally 
fired versions, the latter fitted 
with radio control. 

What a lovely model! If you are 
interested in the Tralee and Din-
gle Railway, then I would serious-
ly recommend to you that you 
find a copy of, and read and en-

joy, either 'The Tralee and Dingle 
Railway' by David Rowlands, or 
'The Dingle Train' which saw him 
co-author with Messrs. McGrath 
and Francis. I have stayed in Din-
gle and followed the old route 
and can only sadly say that it 
would without a doubt have 
been one of the greatest ng. ex-
periences in the world to ride. If 
only...... 

 Archangel 

Addendums 
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Over indulged on Cheddar? 
Keith Skillicorn took this recent photo on John Brittain's line. It is a new to Dave Pinniger loco, a Cheddar 

Samson, which recently joined his stud. He reports that it steams very well, and he is happy other than he 

has reduced the springing on the front axle as the loco bounced somewhat. 

Mind the 

gap from a secret 

location two more DJB 

L&B’s are undergoing 

restoration to heritage 

duties.  I cannot disclose 

the location (aka 16mm’s 

Workshop X) or the 

photographer on this 

occasion for confidentiality 

reasons. 
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DETECTIVE 

DEREK, LIVE 

INVESTIGATIONS  

CASE 1 Alastair Campbell 

wonders if anyone recognises 

this type of safety valve? It's 

turned from hex and 40x26tpi 

thread, so presumably an early 

Mamod upgrade?  He has a 

couple of them, acquired in 

boxes of other heritage era items 

over the last 20 years. Any idea 

who made them?  

CASE 2 You will have read 

elsewhere that the little vertical 

boilered tram loco has a new and 

very happy owner. He would 

really like to know if anyone can 

tell him anything about the 

builder. There is an extensive 

write up by Richard Huss on the 

Association website, 16mm.org, 

under Model of the Month 

December 2015. A photo of the 

makers' plate shows it to be H 

Andrews. Can you shed any light 

on this gentleman please? 

CASE 3 Dan (son of 

Gareth) Jones owns 'Rajim' as 

originally built by Mike Gaskin. 

He understands that the late 

Sandy Fraser also built a model of 

this loco for himself, and maybe a 

few others. If anyone has filmed 

any of these, or has DVD's on 

which one appears, or even has 

one then he would be delighted if 

you could contact him via me. 

Equally, it reminds me that it 

would be good to do an article 

about Sandy. A good while ago I 

asked if anyone know the 

whereabouts or fate of a 

conversion that Sandy carried out 

on the chassis of a Reliant Robin 

to resemble a Scammel 

Mechanical Horse. So if you can 

contribute anything on Sandy by 

way of photos, info. or point me 

in the direction of articles then 

please get in touch. 

CASE 4 Gary Newton in 

Ballarat, (a city in the Central 

Highlands of Victoria, Australia) 

kindly sent me Volume 26, Issue 

2 of the magazine 'Rails in the 

Garden'. In it is a piece on 

converting an early Roundhouse 

Dylan into a freelance 7/8ths loco 

called Ventnor. This is an homage 

to Rob Bennett who years ago did 

the same thing. I am finding out if 

I can reproduce some or all of 

this piece for your interest. 

I am in contact with Rob, as I 

have said, and intend to visit 

soon when I will get his part of 

the original story. However, does 

anyone out there either have, or 

know the whereabouts of, his 

original Ventnor? 

I am intending to devote some 

coverage of Saltford Models in 

the future. In their day they were 

a valuable contributor to people 

getting started in the hobby with 

a limited budget. I have recently 

bought a Saltford loco which will 

appear in the magazine in due 

course. 

CASE 5 Brian Clarke was 

the proprietor, and at one point 

worked with Tom Cooper and did 

quite a few illustrations for his 

catalogues and magazines. He did 

also at write a book entitled 'The 

Slate Railway to Churchwater'. It 

is a pity that quite a few people 

failed to read the opening words 

which stated that it was a 

complete work of fiction, and 

hence a lot of criticism came 

after they had spent ages poring 

over OS maps etc. If you have a 

copy of this, and would be 

prepared to lend it to me to read, 

or would even sell it to me, then 

please get in touch. I will happily 

reimburse any costs in this. 
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DOWN 

1. Leg rest adapted at farm with Welsh Highland 
works. (7) 

2. Land I rebuilt to make Ffestiniog lady. (5) 

3. Len’s hut moved for prolific loco manufacturer. (7) 

4. Roundhouse saddle tank or Magic Roundabout 
rabbit. (5) 

5. Rip flanges apart to make coach suspension. 
(4,6) 

7. Signals agreement with bobs. (4) 

8. Northiam end of Colonel Stephens railway is 
here. (4,6) 

12. Hanging basket for GWR tank loco. (7) 

14. Foretell arrival time of train. (7) 

15. Command dog to halt runaway train. (4) 

17. Teach the trucks to follow the engine. (5) 

19. Part of a point used for rowing. (5) 

 
Chris and Jenny Dowlen 

ACROSS 

1. Did Alf chug around the Welsh Quarry 
Museum site? (7,3) 

6. Lyn followed me backwards to the end 
of Teifi Valley town. (5) 

7. Tell Ann about a horse-drawn tramway 
in Wales that used double-flanged 
wheels. (7) 

9. Armed conflict in Model T to sit in coach 
facing direction of travel. (7) 

10. Railway tracks the actor’s words. (5) 

11. Drinks beer slowly to provide initial side 
impact protection system. (4) 

13. Break the train journey to fix the boiler 
leak. (4) 

16. Sir Tony conceals Ravenglass station 
road. (5)  

18. Take two, three times a day, to avoid 
collisions on single track railways. (7) 

20. Physical constant provides motive power 
for down trains. (7) 

21. Celia renamed Quarry Hunslet. (5) 

22. Swing tower to new position on Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway. (6,4) 

Solution to OILY RAG CROSSWORD 

(republished in July/August Throwback Modeller#22) 

ACROSS 

4. Harlech; 8. Alight; 9. Bennett; 10. Drewry; 11. Dingle; 12. Woody Bay; 18. Leighton;  

20. Gas Oil; 21. Hot Tap; 22. P C Allen; 23. Remote; 24. Upgrade. 

 

DOWN 

1. Mawddwy; 2. Firebox; 3. Cherry; 5. Aberdyfi; 6. Lining; 7. Cattle; 13. Bullhead; 14. Station; 15. Snapper ; 
16. Madcap; 17. Fowler; 19. Glowed. 



Team tram (Derek) - 1  Team L&B (Nigel) - 3 

 

TBM #23 score card 

Derek concludes, I have already said 

that I was at a recent Ashbash. 

Simon Whenmouth was there, with a 

small sales stand. 

He was offering what appeared to be 

an almost new MSS loco (Think 

original Mamod), for £150 which was 

eminently reasonable and it sold 

quickly. However, just in front on the 

table were eight small boxes, with 

009 models. I was astonished to find 

that a Bachmann Baldwin 2-6-2T, 

admittedly with sound was yours for 

£260. 

The MSS has sound, albeit when 

running, and I accept that the 

Bachmann 

comes a lot 

cheaper without 

this accessory, 

but still I found 

myself thinking 

back to my youth 

when 16mm 

steam locos 

were by today's 

standards 

expensive, and 

009 was a pocket 

money hobby for 

schoolboys (inc. me) with Eggerbahn 

and Lilliput. 

I hope you have enjoyed this issue, 

and will as ever say that the quality 

of the magazine depends to a large 

extent on the content, so please 

keep up the flow. 

With the sad cancellation of the Exeter Show, for the moment we have only one 

forthcoming event this year to tell you of. 

John Sutton Models are organising 'Steam at Rowington', to be held on 11/12 

December at Rowington Village Hall, Warks. CV35 7BU. There will be two SM32 

layouts, and one LGB, with currently nine traders attending. 10.00 - 16.00 both 

days. There is on site catering, and ample car parking. 

 

The Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers have scheduled their National 

Garden Railway Show for Peterborough  

Arena on Saturday 25th. June 2022.  

Diary Dates  

Manning Wardles back to the fore!  Low scoring edition but we clinched it thanks to the Workshop X spy photo. 

 
How to contact us…. 

***  Derek Wiggins; 

Email;  

derekwiggins@btinternet.com  

Phone;  01691 654474 

 

***  Nigel Town; 

Email;  nigel.town@uwclub.net  

Phone/Text; 07551 781 583 

16mm Heritage Locomotive 

Owners and Operators 

Association  

Contact us.. 

Tail 

Lamp Last train of the day?  Photo Keith Skillicorn 


